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It is a pleasure to welcome you to 
the December 2017 Commencement 
Ceremony for the College of Education 
and Human Development at Lamar 
University. This is a time for us to 
recognize and honor our graduates for 
their hard work and achievements. It 
also is a time to express appreciation 
to those who have encouraged and 
helped support our students who are 
graduating today.

The College of Education and Human 
Development graduates today will 

receive 61 bachelor’s degrees, 650 master’s degrees and 24 doctoral 
degrees. Many of our graduates have completed their degrees 
through Lamar University’s nationally acclaimed online programs. 
Congratulations to all of you.

These are exciting days for the College of Education and Human 
Development and Lamar University. Thank you for joining us on 
this commencement day, and please, come back to visit as often as 
possible. We look forward to seeing you soon.

Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM
Dean



Ceremony Program

Musical Prelude		  Lamar University Commencement	
				    Brass Ensemble
				    Andrew McMahan, D.M.A.
				    Director of Bands

Academic Processional*	 Lula Henry, Ed.D. 
				    Associate Professor of 
				    Teacher Education
				    	
Crown Imperial           	 Lamar University Commencement	
Walton				   Brass Ensemble

The National Anthem*	 Jammieca D. Mott, D.M.A.
The Star Spangled Banner 	 Instructor of Voice
Francis Scott Key		  Mary Morgan Moore Department of 		
				    Music

Welcome/Introductions	 Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM		
				    Dean

Commencement Address	 William Holmes, Ph.D.
	 Associate Dean
	 Interim Chair of Health & Kinesiology

Certification of Graduates	 Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM

Conferring of Degrees	 Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.			 
				    President

Presentation of Graduating 	 Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM 
Class/Investiture of 
Doctorates



Announcement of 		  Tilisa Thibodeaux, Ed.D.	
Graduates			   Assistant Professor of Educational 		
				    Leadership
					      
				    Lisa Wines, Ph.D.
				    Assistant Professor of Counseling 
				    and Special Populations

Concluding Remarks		  Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM
and Awards

Lamar University		  Jammieca D. Mott, D.M.A.
Alma Mater*
G. Rhodes Smartt
                     	
Lamar to thee we’re singing	 We will ever need thee     
Voices raised on high.          	 As our guiding star.     	        
We will forever love thee      	 To us you’ll always be	
Laud thee to the sky.		  Our glorious Lamar.
                              	                                                                                                   
Academic Recessional*	 Lula Henry, Ed.D. 

Please join us for an informal reception, located upstairs in the concourse area of 
the Montagne Center, following the ceremony.

*Audience please stand.

To maintain the dignity of the program, guests are requested to refrain from 
unnecessary noises (air horns, etc.) and movement during the ceremony.



Robert J. Spina, Dean
William Holmes, 

Associate Dean
Cynthia Cummings, 
	 Director Online 
	 Operations
Diane Mason, 
	 Director Graduate 

Studies & Research
Teresa Simpson, Special 

Assistant to the Dean

Counseling & Special 
Populations:
Rebecca Weinbaum, 
    Chair
Lauren Cogswell
Mohammad Hamza
Sonja Hebert
Belinda Lopez
Kimberly McGough
Cheryl Nelson 
Patricia Harris
Teri Ann Sartor 
Joydel Snook
Lisa Wines

Educational Leadership:
Diane Mason, 

Interim Chair
Kay Abernathy
Nancy Adams
Shelly Allen
Donna Azodi

DarylAnn Borel
Kelly Brown
Tonya Colunga
Jimmy Creel
Katy Delahoussaye
Neil Faulk
Donna Fong
Sandra Harris
Glen Harrison
Thomas Harvey
Krystal Hinerman
Gary Martin
Clementine Msengi
Robert Nicks
Johnny O’Connor
Christina Puente 
Kaye Shelton
Tilisa Thibodeaux
David Wallace
Brett Welch
Porchanee White
Ken Young

Family & Consumer 
Sciences:
Tammy Henderson,

Chair
Molly Dahm
Jill Killough
Jan Kimmons
Eunjin Kwon
Connie Ruiz
Amy Shows

Health & Kinesiology:
William Holmes, 

Interim Chair
Kim Gauthreaux
Barbara Henderson
Jeanne Mullican
Shannon Jordan
Phaphul Joshi
Julio Morales
Israel Msengi

Teacher Education:
Lula Henry, Interim Chair
Stacey Bumstead
Andrea Karlin
Cavan Leerkamp
Cheryl Nelson
Cristina Rios
Mamta Singh
Dorothy Sisk
Margaret Swope
Debra Troxclair
Vanessa Villate
Julia Yoo

College of Education and Human Development Faculty

Shelly Allen
Donna Azodi
Glen Harrison

Belinda Lopez
Jill Killough
Julio Morales

Cheryl Nelson 
Debra Troxclair
Ken Young

Faculty Marshals

Directors of Graduation Ceremony
David Short Jr., Registrar

Barbara Price, Assistant Registrar          Natasha Walker, Assistant Registrar

Director of Records & Registration
Summer Rather

Graduation Coordinator
Mildred Piert



William R. Holmes has served the last ten years 
as Associate Dean and Professor in the College 
of Education and Human Development at Lamar 
University. After teaching as an adjunct professor 
since the late 1970’s, he joined the faculty as an 
associate professor in the counseling program in 
1990. 

Before his tenure at Lamar University, he worked 
in the community mental health field, and served 
as an educational, business and family consultant. 
His academic degrees were earned at Oklahoma 
Baptist University (B.A.), New Orleans Baptist 

Theological seminary (Th.M.) and the University of Southern Mississippi 
(M.S. and Ph.D.) 

While at Lamar University, Holmes served students, faculty and the 
university in various capacities, including several years as a member of the 
faculty senate, chair of the faculty issues committee, vice president of the 
senate for two years and president for two years. He has also served as 
Interim Chair of the Department of Teacher Education, Interim Chair of the 
Department of Counseling and Special Populations, Interim Chair of the 
Department of Educational Leadership, Interim Chair of the Department 
of Health and Kinesiology, and one year as the Interim Dean of the College 
of Education and Human Development. 

Holmes has announced his retirement from Lamar University. He and his 
wife, Ann, plan to move to Arlington, Texas to be closer to family, especially 
their grandchildren.

Commencement Speaker



Doctor of Education in 
Educational Leadership
Lesley Ilene Austin
Jennifer Lee Burr
Casey Earl Callahan
Tina L. Attra Capeles
Christopher Scott Fontentot
Shelly Melinda LeDoux
Kirk Demarrious Lee
Shauntee Verdena Mayfield
La’Cresha R. Moore
Earl Wade Parcell
Courtney J. Pepe
Julia Alicia Ramirez
Susan Gail Salvo
Benjamin Matthew Smith
Shannon Dae Terry
Delores Preston Warnell
Michael Rex Wilkinson

Master of Education in 
Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling
Dana Tidwell Alfaro
Ligia Isabel Allison
Kristen Leigh Barrick
Stephanie Lewis Bradley
Earlie Jackson Burleson
Keshia Dena’ Byerly
Rory E. Carothers
Hannah Lea Christensen
Cassandra Covington-Dewall
Elizabeth Mae Harmon Dalman
Jaquavia Lynn Demus
Elizabeth Ann Di Palma
Laurie P. Eccleston
Patrina Latrael Flanagan
Tracie Lashawn Flowers
Brandy Lynne Fyffe
Elisa Stephanie Garland
Coya Alecia Garrett

Tracey Mignon Harrell
Christy Diane Hernandez
Venetric La’Faye Jackson
Candrea Deann Lucas
Bria Thibeaux Lynch
Scott Aaron McCleary
Julie Danay Mikulencak
Symatri Roshay Miller
Maria LaShae Montgomery
Judy Yolanda Morris
Steven Arthur Newkirk
Ashley Elizabeth Newman
Christopher De Lone Norris
Esther Ezioma Ogbonda
Olufemi Oriyomi Olukoya
Cristel Mercedes Parraga
J’anvieu Danielle Pilisi
Courtney Danielle Prudhomme
James Jude Richardelle
Patricia Ann Rollins
Vedia Persadsingh Sherman
Larry Singleton Jr.
Ouindetta Hightower Thomas
Stephanie Sandrea Tom
Haley Ann Tyson
Lori Ann Urben
Amber Nicole Vann
Crystal Roshell Whitefield
DeAnn Marie Wills
Tanyika Latrel Woodberry

Master of Education in 
School Counseling
Ana Lisa Alaniz
Stacy Ann Aleskin
Tuesday Renee Williams Alfred
Keely Tedder Anderson
Flor Arevalo
Agustin Arias Jr.
Dusty Dodd Asbill
Jillian Suheil Baaklini



Carla Alethia Barnes
Maria Guadalupe Barrera
Angela Rae Nee’ Batiste
Andrea Danielle Bolden
Kristina Holman Booth
Wilhelmina Brantley
DeAngelo Markesse Briggs
Laura Ann Buller
Laura Allison Burke
Holli Vanessa Celeste Huerta 

Cadenhead
Tanya Renee Camacho
Ryann Nicole Campbell
Antony Valentino Cantu
Angela Carol Carter
Ivan Isaac Castillo
Humberto Castro
Emily Anne Chapman
Maria Elizabeth Comaduran
Rachelle Lynn Copeland
Jenna Leigh Cross
Angela Damaris Cruz
Veronica De Hoyos
Leslie De La Cruz
Adan de la Garza
Melissa Ann De Leon
Marisol Infante Delossantos
Jennifer Boerner Dunn
Marisa June Elam
Qiana Vonyea Elam
Jherica Rutherford Evans
Sharon Fain
Rachael Prince Fields
Rodney D. Flannigan
Erin Lynn Flores
Erika Gandaria
Kelsey Lynn Garcia
Leslie Marie Garcia
Maria Teresa Garza
Angella Noelle Gencarelli
Amanda Jean Glendening

Nedin Glover
Sandra Hoyuela Gonzalez
Rebecca Marie Gravel
Kelsy Lynn Graves
Lauren Mary Gray
Meghan Melissa Greenwood
Ashlee Nicole Gulley
Jennifer Ashley Guzman
Faylinn M. Habermehl
Quincy Dwayne Ham
Anna Marie Hamilton
Clara Harmonson
Natalie Jane Harrison
Whitney Renea Haynes
Angeline Jo Hermesmeyer
Alisha Suzanne Hernandez
Sarah Elizabeth Hernandez
Diane LeNaye Hoffman
LaShawnda Maria Hunter
David Robert Hymson
Carelly Nataly Ibarra Torres
Dulce Karina Izaguirre
Wendy Love Jackson
Asma Jaffery
Melissa Ann Jensen
Prishna Patricia Jimenez-Cassan
Debra Kay Kirby
Sarah Elizabeth Krier
Crystal Renea Krolczyk
Jamie Lin Laney
Magdalena Lara
Christina Danielle Larsen
Monica Y. Lee
Phylicia Arneda Lester
Tiffany Cutshall Lowrey
Sergio Martinez
Rene Martinez-Monfort
Shannon Ashley Matthews
Margaret Ann McBride
Lisa Davila Mendez
Sarah Elizabeth Moehring



Kristal Alison Moenning
Jennifer Lee Morgan
Jessica Lynn Morrone
Kennisha Tiara Murray
Camille Cox Nix
Laura Leticia Ochoa
Lana Michelle Pachuca
Courtney J. Packard
Emily L. Parks
Judy Phillips Pastusek
Heather Marie Pavlu
Amy Lee Pena
Lisa Perales-Casas
Colleen Marie Philo
Lindsay Blake Pritchett
Jessica Marie Reyna
Karina Micaela Richmond
Ilene Marie Ricks
Nydia Eve Rodriguez
Brandon Nathan Rogers
Monique Annette Rogers
Shana A. Rogers
Melissa Arlen Ronneseth
Casey Nicole Rubio
Eric Eddie Sanchez
Leticia Armijo Sanchez
Kristina A. Sauceda
Natalie Ruth-Marie Schirman
Rosie Lee Shepherd
Zoila Estrella Solis
Julie Christine Speer
Rita Kay Stanage
Erin Kathryn Stocco Gutierrez
Dinah Stringer
Lisa D. Sudtelgte
Kelly Ann Taylor
Tracy Gallmon Terrell
Victoria Ashley Theobalds
Christopher Robyn Thomas
Yvette Faye Thompson
Cindy Lynn Thornton

Taylor R. Thurman
Donna J. Tippitt
Nora Tristan
Robyn Krystal Urive
Jenny Lee Van Horn
Amy Lynn Vaughn-Armstrong
Scott Gabriel Warden
Lisa Rochelle Washington
Erin D’lynn Watson
Karisa Ann Wideikis
Jennifer Travis Wilbur
Andrea Michelle Williams
Cydnee Larryn Williams
Rayna Dee Williams
Jamey Nicole Willis
Katilyn Wilcox Woodley
Bradley Robbins Woods
Angela Shuntea Wright
Kristy D. York
Aida M. Zavala

Master of Education in 
Special Education
Louella Theresa Aldana
Danielle Marie Aschman
Kristin D’onne Autrey
Allison Elizabeth Autry
Jamie Lee Bowes
Caroline Iris Burr
Deanna Renee Clark
Erin Anne Cornell
Kathleen Rose Dispensa
Michael Anthony Dover
Aileen Teresa Evans
Noemi Juat Garcia
Jamie Meshell Goebel
Patricia Jeanette Hackl
Cashuna Deanne Harmon
Theresa Louise Heneghan
Justine Marie Ince
Alecia Ann Johnson



Traci Ann Kernion
Rhanda Michelle Mann
Jesse Elizabeth Mitchell
Caitlin R. Molbert
Michelle A. Mumtaz
Daniela Ramos Nava
David Duane Nielsen
Sandra Lacole Oremade
Joanne Ortiz
Abigail Lamberti Park
Langston Colby Patterson
Kimberley Rose Sandlin
Ashley Elizabeth Smart
Emily Victoria Sterken
Ginger Renee Taylor
Lesley Lynne Trembulak
Graciela Almance Vela
Jamica DaShae Walker
Deborah Lynn Wooley

Master of Education in 
Educational Administration
Rosemarie Matta Abila
Rogerio Xavier Adame Jr.
Laura Lynn Adams
Brenda Marisol Aleman
Rachel Leann Alexander
Laura Lynn Alexander-Wilson
Cristen Rene Allen
Sara Jean Alvarez
Angelique Y. Andrews
Russell Palmer Andrews
Justin Ray Arsenault
Rosha Jaquay Austin
William Aaron Avey Jr.
Julia Kate Bagwell
Sara Marie Ballard
Kevin Ronald Barker
Taylor Elizabeth Baron
Diana Marie Barth
Lacey Lynne Baxley

Maria Isabel Becerra
Dalana Candice Bennett
Michael Todd Bergeron
Trina Lynn Biggs
Mark Jason Blacksten
Sabrina Samantha Bocanegra
Megan Marie Breidenthal
Thomas Bremer III
Benjamin Lee Bridges
Mason Briscoe IV
Leanne Yvette Brown
Caitlin Taylor Bryant
Hailey Jordan Brydie
Jera Lovelace Bunton
Brenda Kay Burrow
Melanie Cheree Bush
Linda Marie Bustamante
James Allen Butler Jr.
Stephanie Lynn Cagle
Keith Thomas Carey
Nathanael Barnard Carter
Norman W. Carter Jr.
Kelli Dee Cassell
Corine Crystal Castillo
Jillian N. Castillo
Omar Castillo
Tori Paige Cates
Zerlynda Anne Cervantes
Ta’Nisha Lynette Clark
Tamika Nicole Clark
Tarah Lane Clark
Stacy Ann Clayton
Gina Colion
Jennifer McCraven Conde
Jayson J. Conger
Madalyn Rene Conrad
Howard Daniel Cook
Sara Christine Cooper
Amanda Julia Cortez
Sherry Dawn Cox
Ashley Nicole Craft



Karen Michele Crowley
Amanda Lynn Cunningham
Krzysztof Cupial
Karl Alton Dahle
Mika Marie Damron
Wayland Thomas Damron
Katrina M. Daniels
Jonathan LaVoy DeLay
Patrick Lewis DeLeon
Lynlea Dyan Dickerson
Lena Lohman Dominguez
Jennifer Dee Dorazio
Maggie Janee’ Dosie
Kileigh Toman Eblen
David Barger Ellis
Amanda Jean Ellison
Diane Arlene Emmons
Luis Humberto Enriquez Jr.
Nicole Devon Erfurdt
Valerie Denae Esquibel
Katelynn Patricia Estes
Deborah Colette Evans
Jenny Lea Fajkus
Erica Eskuchen Farmer
Jennifer Elaine Farmer
Benito Faz Banda
Jeanette A. Figueroa
Meghan E. Fisher
Courtney Ann Flessas
Amanda Robert Flores
Raquel Flores
David Lee Ford
Kellie Arlene Franklin
Fanta Aisha Fridia
Anna Jean Garcia
Shannon Christine Garcia
Emily Ann Gardner
Leslie Yvette Garrido
Courtney Alexa Garza
Brandon Elizabeth Gibson
Michael W. Gibson

Samantha S. Gladwell
Angela Ann Gonzalez
James Curtis Govan
Kenze Brooks Graff
Lewis John Granger
Katherine Ann Green
Jennifer Lynn Greer
Mason Murray Griffin
Tamela Margaret Griffin
Amanda Lauren Gruber
Annette Marie Gunn
Maria Del Rosario Guzman-Guerra
Stacy Ann Gwartney
Regina Faye Haley
Nicole Hand
Brian David Hannan
Shannon Nichole Harris
Amy Michelle Harrison
Maureen Harrison
Kimberly Renae Hawkins
Jesse Doddridge Hayes V
Lindsay Nicole Hefner
Joshua Daniel Helms
Jaclyn Kay Henderson
James A. Henderson
Amanda Leigh Henley
Daniel Glenn Hennigan
Danielle Deserae Hensley
Miranda Leah Hernandez
Lora Lynn Hodges
Jeremy Cain Holliefield
Casey Robinson Horton
Jacob Michael Houghton
Jarred T. Houston
Shari Lynn Howard
Hayley L. Hueske
Billy Wayne Huey Jr.
Jamie Douglas Humphries
Laura Leigh Hunt
Barrett Keith Hutchison
Angel Louise James



Julie Dawn James
William Garner James
Joaquin Jasso
Meghan Elizabeth Jegway
Reondra Marlese Johnson
Shannon Michelle Johnson
Lindsay M. Jones
Scott Allan Jones
Lance Ryan Jordy
Michele Lee Josselet
Shana Lowrey Keeton
Amanda Marie Kelly
James Patrick Kennedy
Tammy Lynn Kerr
John Andrew Killion
Gary Lynn Kirby
Phillip Michael Kirby
Suezann Ryan Kitchens
James Carter Knabenshue III
Stephanie Brooke Knight
Kurtis Lee Koepke
Kelcie Renee Kuhn
Kristin Marie LaFollett
Brandon Michael Laird
Ashley Nicole Lamb
Shane Heath Lance
Judith Ann Leber
Courtney Calvert Lee
Kara Krysten Lee
Kendall Brooke LeMay
Saumnya Lacole Lewis
Thurman Lewis Jr.
Ya Ling Lin
Mary Quinn Lindsay
Carmen Marie Lopez
Gabriel Gerardo Lopez
Jennifer Lyn Lowry
Joselyn Candice Lundy
Shawn Allen Lynch
Cheryl Lynn Mahaffey
Hanna Elizabeth Manning

Aaron Scott Manous
Lori Michelle Markos
Edna Yuridia Marquez-Padilla
Margarita Marrero
Tyler Martin
Melanie Leigh Martinez
Sondra Faye McDaniel
Katherine Ann McGrew
Joshua A. McKechnie
Leslie Renee Meek
Brandi Marie Mendoza
Erica Olivia Mendoza
Monica Meza
Jason D. Milo
N’Kayla Charyuo Mitchell
Shatara T. Mock
Jessica Morales
Maria D. Moreno
Melanie Ann Morrison
Megan Michelle Murry
Brittany Paige Nash
Raul Nava
Michael Wayne Nichols
Ashley Michelle Nimerick
Linda Chiamaka Obi
Christine Louise Otterness
Roberto Padilla
Joseph Parisi
Robert F. Parker
Kassie Nicole Parrish
Kacey Lee Pennington
Sasha Nathali Perez
Samuel Casey Perry
Riley Alexander Peters
Kris Robert Peyton
Rhonda Lynn Pickrell
Clarence M. Porter II
Melissa Angelene Pratt
David G. Price
Melissa Diane Price
Stacey L. Proctor



Samantha Anne Pulse
Michelle Adaire Ramos
Brandon Lee Randell
Tommy Dale Ray Jr.
Byron Pope Rayburne Jr.
Kevin Reed
Debra Lee Reiley
Rebecca Ann Reyes
Tiffany Reyes
Richard Wayne Reynolds
Celines Rivera-Baez
Ramona Lillian Riviere
Jone Robinson
Karli Jean Rodriguez
Lucio Rodriguez Jr.
Brittany Leigh Rogers
Jillian Leigh Rogers
Sierra Elizabeth Rogers
Jon A. Rothberg
Rebecca Moreau Rowlett
Emily Wilson Russell
Abigail Virginia Rutland
Silvia Adriana Saldana
Elizabeth Salinas
Gaila Marie Sanders
Jeremy Mitchell Sanford
Juan Jose Sarabia
Katherine Susan Satterwhite
Rhonda Renee Schwer
Nicole M. Sebok
Tori Chianne Seiler
Kirsten Elisabeth Semrow
Trent David Setliff
Tawnya Jean Shirocky
Laura Beth Siebenmann
Emily Claire Brien Simmons
Chandler Raymond Simpson
LaQuisha Cherrell Slaton
Debra Kathleen Sledge
Ashley Kesha Smith
Lisa Ann Smith-Williams

Rosa Isela Solis
Sandra M. Spicer
Jessica Lane Sprague
David Andrew Srubar
Katie Elizabeth Stafford
Jonathon Thomas Stanford
Lacy D’Ann Starnes
Stacy Ann Steele
LaShonda Michelle Stinson
Annette Nicole Stubbs
Cassie Lynn Thiessen
Thomas Word Threadgill
Shalonda Monique Toomer
Bryan Gregory Townsend
Maria Esther Trevino
Ashley M. Tyner
Jerry Craig Utley
Lorri A. Vaccaro
Hannah Van Hefty
Manuel Marcos Villarreal
Corey Heath Wallace
Justin Wayne Walsh
Enjoli Yvonne Walters
William Lindsey Wardlaw
Robert William Watson
Jade Marie Welch
Annette Marie Welday-Zimney
Dana Denise West
Derek Neil West
Lindsay N. West
Kimberly McKenzie Westmoreland
Dominic Ward White
Kathryn Elizabeth Wicks
Stephanie Michele Wilcox
Angela L. Williams
Arnetris Antwinette Howard 

Williams
Stephanie Danielle Williams
Jill Marie Wilson
Sharyn Ann Womble
Holly Marie Bertrand Woollen



Kendrah Dae’Relle Wren
Kelley McKinney Young
Melanie Zeller
Annie Josephine Zoll

Master of Education in 
Digital Learning and Leading
Blair Lynn Bedner
Amy Beth Clewner
Regina Louise Cobb
Ozlem Guneri
Michelle R. Heckaman
Isaura Herrera
Chelsea Lynn Hoke
Keith Jackson Hoke
Kaman Christopher Hung
Jason Michael Kern
Steven Shane Jones
Rhonda S. Kinstner
Kari Ann Maurer
Shannon Lee Padgett
Laura Veronica Perez
Patrick Neil Reid
Erica Lee Roberson
Cynthia Schroeder
Robert Lawrence Umberger
Nancy Amlin Watson

Master of Education in 
Educational Technology 
Leadership
Stephanie Ann Behrens
Lorie Ann Brady
Adrianna Nicole Broxton
Emily Lynn Burk
Dixie Revernon Chalupa
Elizabeth A. Davlin-Buchanan
Veronica Galvan
Jennifer Ann Gibson
Taylor Boase Gilbreath
Ashley Marie Huckabee
JaHoward James Hutchins

Bettina Jones
Darryl John Legaspi
Julie Ann Lockhart
Adriana Martinez
Dawn Marie McCain
Andrea Uyen Nguyen
Kathrine Kay Piland
Karen Michele Riddle
Elisabeth Kay Salyer
Sarai Trevino
Darnisia Demetria Wallace
Katharine Ranae Ward
Sara Rae Wicker

Master of Science in Family 
and Consumer Sciences
Jacey Nichole Pickett
Alanna R. Stuberfield
Sin Dee Tey
Hongyi Wu

Master of Public Health
Kindra LaDawn Cleaver
Eronda Williams Menifee
Erick Roel Ortiz
Fanter Sackor
Maegan Aleece Traveler

Master of Science in 
Kinesiology
Scott Joseph Dalconzo
Jasmine Chardonnya Peggese

Master of Education in 
Teacher Leadership
Kristin Gayle Ancelet
Jocelyne Delgado Aranda
Kelli Priebe Armstrong
Andree Allen Barefield
Lori L. Bloomer
Ashlyn Elizabeth Bufton
Staci Lynn Bulot
Ashley Elizabeth Countouriotis



Brooke Amie-Melissa Culton
Ashley Jordan Gattis
Jennifer Jannae Gibson
Krista Lynn Harrington
Steven Thomas Juhasz
Jamie Lerae Kitzmann
Casey Shea Land
Loren Katherine Marshall
Maria Teresa Martinez
Tiniece Nichelle Nowlin
Riley Blair Pack
Gabriela Pecina
Jodie Brunet Powell
Erica Nicole Prentice
Danielle Christine Redman
Adriana Rendon
Angelan Rachelle Ringland
Stacy Renee Romeo
Jennifer Wood Scarrow
Caitlin Nicole Schaeffer
Megan Jean Schneider
Jessica A. Sheffield
Jessica D. Sockel
Kelly Ann Sporney
Andrea Martha Stevens
Donna Lucia Teran
Lucia Teran
Jenny Irene Vahrenkamp
Stephanie Allyson Villarreal
Gayle Marie Walton
Alicia Michelle Weir
Elissa Marie Williams
Tara Katarina Willis
Danelle Leigh Wolf

Bachelor of Science in Family 
Studies
Samantha Michelle Guthrie
Edith Ariadna Martinez
Lauren Nicole McMillan
Melissa Michelle McMillan

Courtney Simone Nelson
Laurel Marie Rugg

Bachelor of Science 
in Fashion Retailing/
Merchandising
Jessenia Trevino Chavez
Alicia Rene Jones
Eboni Lacy
Ranina LaSha Turner

Bachelor of Science in 
Nutrition, Dietetics, and 
Hospitality
Shenica Sincera Alexander
Kathryn Paige Booker
Alexis GaBrielle Davis
Jared Alan East
Sowmiya Muthuraju

Bachelor of Science in 
Exercise Science and Fitness 
Management
Justin Avera
Megan Ann Burton
Colby O’Bryan Campbell
Estrella Elena Cardenas
Brad Lee Clanton
Tyler Edward Combs
Morgan Elizabeth Elkins
Zander Johannes Gous
Justin Albert Harves
Erin Yvette Hill
John Hyrum Holloway
Josie LeeAnn Jay
Romanda Semonia Leviege
Vivian Vuong Luong
Tracin Dillin McNeil
Barrett Gregory Myers
Kelli Elizabeth Pool
Mariana Elizabeth Vazquez



Bachelor of Science in 
Health
Deandra Monique Douglas
Monique Nzingha Grant
Dana Taylor Haynes
Sadaf Arooj Imran
Ann-Marie Kaikai
Kiana Njeri Katambani
Manasseh Jordan Miles
Gladys Lekova Tende
Aleigha Myriaha Yarbrough

Bachelor of Science in 
Kinesiology
Rachael DeeAnn Davee
Justine Dianne Joan Franklin
Jacob Aaron Gollihar
Jordan Donnell Jones
Lauren Rebecca Lovejoy
Laurel Amy Olsen

Bachelor of Science in 
Interdisciplinary Studies
Alexis Marie Allendorph
Taylor Ashlyn Baumgardner
Kristen Nicole Chessher
Rachel Madison Conley
Nicole Latrice Hardy
Abbi Gayle LeDoux
Sarah Nichole Lewis
Vanessa Lynn Merrow
Carol Jo Patterson
Brittany M. Platt
Taylor Briann Provost
Abby C. Reynolds
Alyssa Danielle Wood

* Reaud Honors College Graduate



Doctoral Dissertations

Austin, Lesley Ilene – An Exploration of College and Career Ready Practices in 
Two Successful Rural High Schools in Texas: A Collective Case Study – Clementine 
Msengi, Dissertation Chair

Burr, Jennifer Lee – Shared Experiences of Core-Content Area Teachers Teaching 
ELLS in a Suburban North Texas School District – Sandra Harris, Dissertation Chair

Callahan, Casey Earl – Hiring Effective Principals – Kenneth Young, Dissertation 
Chair

Capeles, Tina L. Attra – A Phenomenological Study of Community College 
Instructors’ Experiences of Student Preparedness in the Dual Enrollment 
Classroom – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Fontentot, Christopher Scott – Preparation for Post-Secondary Studies as 
Perceived by Graduates of One Parochial High School – Sandra Harris, 
Dissertation Chair

LeDoux, Shelly Melinda – Improving Instructional Coaching Efficacy Through 
Participation in an Instructional Leadership Academy – Babette Eikenberg, 
Dissertation Chair

Lee, Kirk Demarrious – Examining the Influence of Collegiate Experiences 
on Persistence of Non-Heterosexual African-American Males – Sandra Harris, 
Dissertation Chair

Mayfield, Shauntee Verdena – Professional Development Experiences for 
Assistant Principals Aspiring to the Principalship as Perceived by Principals of 
Effective Title I Schools – Sandra Harris, Dissertation Chair

Moore, La’Cresha – Institutional Practices Influencing Hispanic Undergraduate 
Persistence – Krystal Hinerman, Dissertation Chair	

Parcell, Earl Wade – Examining K-12 Teachers’ Intentions to Use Educational 
Technology: A Structural Equation Model of the Factors That Influence Teachers’ 
Acceptance of Learning Management Systems – Kenneth Young, Dissertation 
Chair

Pepe, Courtney J. – The Relationship Between Student Growth Percentiles and 
Policy Pertaining to Critical Subgroups: A Mixed Methods Case Study in New 
Jersey – Krystal Hinerman, Dissertation Chair; Kaye Shelton, Dissertation  Co-
Chair

Ramirez, Julia A. – Exploration of Beliefs and Strategies of Incorporating Physical 
Activity During the School Day as Perceived by Elementary Educators in One 
Texas School District – Sandra Harris, Dissertation Chair

Salvo, Susan – Factors Contributing to Course Completion Among African 
American Male Undergraduate Students in Distance Learning Environments: A 
Phenomenological Narrative Study – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Smith, Benjamin – A Phenomenological Study of Teachers with Dyslexia – Sandra 
Harris, Dissertation Chair



Terry, Shannon Dae – Educational Followership on Twitter and Teacher Ratings on 
the Teacher Evaluation and Support System for One Urban Texas School District – 
Babette Eikenberg, Dissertation Chair

Warnell, Delores Preston – An Examination of the Influence of High Stakes Testing 
on High Poverty and Low Performance Campuses: A Principal’s Perspective – 
Sandra Harris, Dissertation Chair

Wilkinson, Michael Rex – Obtaining Marketable Workforce Skills:  A Qualitative 
Study of Former Student Resident Assistants in Texas	 – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation 
Chair

Masters Theses

Stuberfield, Alanna – The Relation Between Societal Attitudes and the Success of 
Interracial Relationships – Kimberly A. Wallet, Supervising Professor



Alpha Lambda Delta
Freshman Honors

Red, White and Gold 
Triple Cord

Beta XI chapter of Phi Beta 
Delta 

International Student Honors
Gold Medallion with Red and 

Yellow Ribbon

Kappa Delta Pi
International Honor Society

in Education
Purple and Green Cord

Kappa Omicron Nu
Family and Consumer Sciences 

Honor Society
Burgundy and White Cord

LU Ambassadors
Student Ambassadors

Red and Gold Double Cord

LU Honors
Latin Honors

Red and White Double Cord

LU Veterans
US Military Veteran

Red, White and Blue 
Double Cord

Order of Omega
Greek Honors

Gold Stole with Logo, Gold and 
Ivory Cord

Phi Beta Delta
International Honor Society

Gold Medallion with Red and 
Gold Ribbon

Phi Eta Sigma
Freshman Honors

Black and Gold Double Cord

Phi Kappa Phi
Junior/Senior Honor Society
Yellow Stole with Insignia on 

White Background, White 
Medallion with a Blue Ribbon 

and Blue Cord

Honors

An Honor Graduate must have completed 60 hours at Lamar University 
for a 4-year degree. A student with a GPA of 3.5 or higher on all LU 

undergraduate work will be awarded honors. Cum laude is 3.5 to 3.64, 
magna cum laude is 3.65 to 3.79 and summa cum laude is 3.8 to 4.0.



Reaud Honors College
Graduate who has completed 

23 hours of honors coursework, 
including a honors thesis, or 26 

hours with eight hours of 
upper-level credits while 
maintaining a 3.25 GPA.

Bronze Medallion with Red and 
White Ribbon

Ronald E. McNair Scholar
First generation, low income, 

and underrepresented graduate 
who has completed graduate-

level research internship, 
including undergraduate thesis 

and research defense.
NASA Blue Stole with Lettering, 
Lamp of Knowledge Medallion 

with Red, White, and Blue 
Ribbon

Smith-Hutson Scholar
Smith-Hutson Scholarship 

Recipient
Black Stole with Red Trim

Student Advisory Council to 
the Dean

Black Stole with Education Crest



The Academic Regalia

In its essential features, the academic regalia worn at American college 
exercises had its beginning in the Middle Ages. The oldest universities 
in Northern Europe grew out of church schools, and both faculty and 
students were regarded as part of the clergy. Hence, as their regular 
costume, they wore clerical garb borrowed largely from the monastic 
dress of their day.

The academic gown and hood were first regularly adopted by the 
University of Cambridge in 1284 and by the University of Oxford a 
little later. The custom transplanted to this country in Colonial times 
by King’s College in New York, now Columbia University. In 1895, 
American universities and colleges decided to standardize their 
academic styles and developed the intercollegiate code of academic 
costume. The style follows in the vein of the Cambridge tradition. The 
distinctive caps, gowns and hoods worn at present-day college and 
university functions denote the institution that granted the degree, the 
field of learning in which the degree was earned and the level of the 
degree – bachelor, master or doctorate.

The gown is usually of black material (serge or worsted for bachelors, 
the same or silk for masters and silk for doctors). Bachelor’s gowns 
have pointed sleeves and master’s have long pouch-like sleeves, which 
reputedly were once used to carry books. Doctor’s gowns are faced 
with panels of velvet down the front and three bars of velvet across 
each sleeve.

The hood, worn around the neck so as to hang down the back, is the 
principal emblem of the nature and source of the degree held. The 
colors in the hood lining are the colors of the school conferring the 
degree. The color of the border indicates the scholarly field of the 
wearer. Hoods may be worn only after the degree has been granted. 

The cap, the square mortarboard in American universities, but a 
round, short, flat velvet hat in British, Canadian and some European 
universities, bears a tassel which may be black, or it may be colored 



according to the scholarly field of the wearer. Only the doctors’ cap 
may be of velvet.

The degree colors are used for the edging of all hoods and may be 
used for the velvet facing and sleeve bars of doctors’ gowns and 
tassels on bachelors’ and masters’ caps. This includes: Arts and Letters 
– White, Commerce – Drab, Education – Light Blue, Engineering 
– Orange, Fine Arts – Brown, Humanities – Crimson, Law – Purple, 
Library Science – Lemon, Medicine – Green, Music – Pink, Pharmacy 
– Olive, Philosophy (Ph.D.) – Dark Blue, Physical Education – Sage 
Green, Science – Golden Yellow and Theology – Scarlet. 

University Mace

Originally a medieval weapon and later carried by Sergeants at Arms 
guarding kings and high church officials, the mace has gradually 
assumed a purely ceremonial character symbolizing authority. As 
used in formal academic processions, the mace derives from the early 
university history. The Lamar University mace is traditional in design. 
The mahogany shaft is crowned by a head on which are mounted four 
representations of the university seal. The president of the Faculty 
Senate, who leads the academic procession, carries the mace in 
today’s ceremony.

Academic Gonfalons

Gonfalons, banners that are designed to hang from a crossbar, have 
historical roots dating back to the 12th century when they served as 
the official emblems to represent the various districts of Florence, Italy. 
In more recent times, gonfalons have been adopted by academia to 
serve as symbols to represent each college within a university. Each 
college has their own representative banner with the dean from the 
respective college carrying the gonfalon in the academic processional.



Special appreciation is extended to volunteers for serving 
as ushers for today’s commencement ceremony.

This program is not an official graduation list. This printed program lists students 
who are eligible to graduate pending the outcome of final examinations and final 
grades. Therefore, it should not be used to determine a student’s academic or degree 
status. The student’s permanent academic record is kept by the Records Department, 
P.O. Box 10010, Beaumont, Texas 77710. Students, faculty and staff members are 
selected without regard to their race, color, creed, sex, age, disability or national 
origin, consistent with the Assurance of Compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964; Executive Order 11246 as issued and amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Lamar University is dedicated to student 
success by engaging and empowering 

students with the skills and knowledge 
to thrive in their personal lives and 

chosen fields of endeavor. As a doctoral 
granting institution, Lamar University is 

internationally recognized for its high 
quality academics, innovative curriculum, 
diverse student population, accessibility, 

student success, and leading-edge 
scholarly activities contributing 

to transforming the communities of 
Southeast Texas and beyond.


